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ABSTRACT

The Critique on Western Knowledge in 18th Century
and Lee Heon-gyeong’s “Cheonhakmundap”

Cho, Ji-hyoung
Inha University

This paper reviewed Lee Heon-gyeong’s “Cheonhakmundap” to examine
his critical position on Western knowledge and discussed Lee Heon-gyeong’s
position in the context of the critique on Western criticism in the 18th century.

Influenced by the academic tradition of Namin scholars in near capital
area in the 17th century, Lee Heon-gyeong seems to have naturally encountered
Western knowledge books since his youth. Encountering Western knowledge
books, however, he soon had negative thoughts, and was worried that Western
knowledge was ruining the people.

Although a figure from Namin party, Lee Heon-gyeong shared the anti-Western
knowledge position while keeping company with Hong Yang-ho, who was a figure
from Soron Party beyond the party. He also maintained the anti-Western knowledge
position while exchanging letters with An Jeong-bok, a key figure the critique on
Western knowledge in the 18th century and exchanging their writings criticizing
Western knowledge.

His writing “Cheonhakmundap” can be said to be a work that revealed
the properties of Western knowledge with the worry and found ways to reject
it in the face of widespread Western knowledge. The core of the contents is
that he expressed his worries about the reality in which Western knowledge was
getting popular day by day, criticized the false reality of Western knowledge and

argued that Western knowledge is a lesser doctrine than Buddhism. Lee
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Heon-gyeong also had a negative view on Western science and technology and
astronomical calendar, and claimed that Western knowledge related writings are
strange stories made up by busybodies in the late Ming and Early Qing
dynasty. In order to forbid Western knowledge, Lee Heon-gyeong emphasized
the necessity of efforts to burn out their books, to remove their doctrines and to
raise the intention of China-centrism again by revealing and teaching the intention
of Confucianism. What is noteworthy is that another person with a critical aware-
ness of Western knowledge represented by Lee Heon-gyeong in Namin party in
near capital area regardless of Seongho right-wing party has appeared after the
mid-18th century.

Based on the discussion above, Lee Heon-gyeong has an important position
in the context of the critique on Western knowledge in the 18th century because
he not only led the anti-Western knowledge position while being responsible
for another axis of Western knowledge criticism among scholars from Namin
Party in the late 18th century but “Cheonhakmundap” he left behind is affecting

the critical writings of Western knowledge in future generations.

Keywords : Lee Heon-gyeong, “Cheonhakmundap”, Western knowledge, An
Jeong-bok, Hong Yang-ho, Mok Man-jung
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